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ONE CONTINENTAL AGENDA.
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AFRICA FORWARD 2026

THE VOICES SHAPING
AFRICA’'S FUTURE.

Distinguished Heads of State and Government, Ministers, CEOs, Innovators and
Thought Leaders from across Africa and France.
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H.E. Dr. William Ruto H.E. Mr. Emmanuel Macron
President President
Republic of Kenya French Republic
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His Mdje?fx Kin% Letsfie | Son Excellence Monsieur H.E. Ismail Omar Guelleh H.E. Paul Kagame
King of the Kingdom o s President President
Lesotho Presic?;?ésf gg;zggblu%gfﬁ:sc%ngo Republic of Djibouti Republic of Rwanda
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Son Excellence Monsieur Faure Son Excellence Monsieur H.E. Abdetl Fattah Al-Sisi Son Excellence Monsieur
Essozimna Gnassingbé, Alassane Ouattara President Faustin Archange Touadéra
President of the Council, Head of President of the Republic Arab Republic of Egypt Head of State of the

Governmentzof the Togolese Republic of Cote d'Ivoire. Central African Republic

Son Excellence Colonel H.E. Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali H.E. Mr. Julius Maada Bio Son Excellence Monsieur Félix-
. . i ini ident and Commander-in-chief of . . . .
Azali Assoumani Prime Minister of the Federal Presi I
President of the Democratic Republic of Ethiopia the Armed Forces of the Republic of Antoine Tshlsekedl Tshilombo
) Siema Leone resident of the
Union of the Comoros Democratic Republic of the Congo

Son Excellence Monsieur H.E. Dr. Mohammed Younis H.E. Mr. Hakainde Hichilema Son Excellence Monsieur
Mohamed Ould Cheikh Bashir Al Mnefi President ‘;f fhE,RePUb"C of Carlos Vila Nova
El Ghazouani The President of The Presidential ambia President of the Democratic
President of the Council of State of Libya Republic of S&o Tomé and Principe
Islamic Republic of Mauritania

H.E. Bola Ahmed Tinubu H.E. Mr. Joseph H.E. Bassirou Diomaye Faye Son Excellence Général
President Nyumah Boakai President Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno
Federal Republic of Nigeria President of the Republic of Republic of Senegal President of the Republic,
Liberia Head of State of the

Republic of Chad
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H.E. Advocate Duma

Gideon Boko
President of the Republic of
Botswana

Son Excellence Colonel

Mamadi Doumbouya
President of the
Republic of Guinea

H.E. Dr Navinchandra
Ramgoolam, GCSK, FRCP

Prime Minister of The
Republic of Mauritius

Lucia Witbooi
Vice President of the
Republic of Namibia

06

AFRICA

H.E. John Dramani Mahama H.E. Daniel Francisco Chapo Son Excellence Général Brice

President President lotaire Oligui Nguema
Republic of Ghana Republic of Mozambique c Presiode% of fhg

Gabonese Republic

H.E Col. Michael Randrianirina  H.E. Mr. Russell Mmiso Dlamini H.E. Aziz Akhannouch
President of the Prime Minister of the Head of Government
Republic of Madagascar Kingdom of Eswatini Kingdom of Morocco

Son Excellence Madame Dr Mwigulu Lameck Nchemba Teodoro Nguema

Sarra Zaafrani EP Zenzri  Prime Minister Obiang Mangue
Head of Government of United Republic of Tanzania Vice President of Equatorial Guinea
the Tunisian Republic

A

Mtr. Sebastien Pillay Mr. Prosper Bazombanza Antdnio Guterres
Vice President of the Vice President Secretary-General of the United Nations
Republic of Seychelles Republic of Burundi United Nations
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H.E. Mahmoud Ali Youssouf Sidi Ould Tah Makhtar Diop George Elombi
Chairperson of the President Managing Director President & Chairman of the Board
African Union Commission African Development Bank (AfDB) International Finance Corporation (IFC) Afreximbank

H.E. Dr. Jean Kaseya Dr. Sania Nishtar Peter Sands H.E. Wamkele Mene

Director-General Chief Executive Officer Executive Director Secretary-General
Africa Centres for Disease Control Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance The Global Fund African Continental Free Trade
and Prevention (Africa CDC) Area (AfCFTA) Secretariat

Dr. Jerome H. Kim
Director-General
International Vaccine Institute
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SUMMIT PROGRAMME
12TH MAY 2026

OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY
VENUE: TSAVO A | TIME: 0915- 1000 Hrs

Moderator: Ms. Vivian Onano
Founder and Director at Leading Light Initiative

TIME SEGMENT SPEAKERS

0?215-1000 Hrs  Opening Statements o H.E. Dr. William Ruto

President of the Republic of Kenya

o H.E. Mr. Emmanuel Macron
President of the French Republic

o H.E. Mr. Antonio Guterres
Secretary General, United Nations

o H.E. Mr. Mahamoud Ali Youssouf
Chairperson, African Union Commission (AUC)

1000 - 1015 Hrs  Family Photo Heads of State and Government, and
Representatives of Delegations

PLENARY: AFRICAN & FRENCH CEOs ON GREEN INDUSTRIALISATION & ENERGY TRANSITION
VENUE: TSAVO B |  TIME: 1030 — 1230 Hrs
Moderator: Ms. Nachouat Meghouar

Directrice générale at French-African Foundation

Co-Moderator:  Ms. Vivian Onano
Founder and Director at Leading Light Initiative

35 Minutes Presidential Panel

Infroductory Remarks by o H.E. Dr. William Ruto
the two host Presidents President of the Republic of Kenya
o H.E. Mr. Emmanuel Macron
President of the French Republic

Presidential Perspectives o H.E. Paul Kagame
President of the Republic of Rwanda
o H.E. Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali
Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
o H.E. John Dramani Mahama
President of the Republic of Ghana
o H.E. Mamady Doumbouya
President of the Republic of Guinea

10 Minutes Joint CEOs Pitch o James Mwangi
Announcements Equity Bank (3 mins)
o Christel Heydemann
CEO, Orange (3 mins)

10 Minutes Transition o Presentation of the CEOs investment announcements

08 AFRICA FORWARD: AFRICA-FRANCE PARTNERSHIPS
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OPEN MODERATED DISCUSSION

15 Minutes Green Industrialization and Agriculture
15 Minutes Infrastructure, Energy, and Digital
15 Minutes Human Capital, Skills, and Creative Industries

KEY TAKEAWAYS AND CONSOLIDATION

10 Minutes Conclusion o H.E. Dr. William Ruto
Closing Reflection President of the Republic of Kenya
Reflections on the discussion, o H.E. Mr. Emmanuel Macron
emerging commitments, President of the French Republic
consolidatfing the political H.E. Mr. Mah dAI Y i
messages on green o -E. Mr. Mahamoud Ali Youssouf
industrialization as a central Chairperson, African Union Commission (AUC)
economic, strategic, and climate
agenda for Africa-Europe
cooperation
5 Minutes Signing of cooperation o H.E Wamkele Mene
Framework for Africa Secretary General, African Continental Free Trade Area
Green Industrialisation (AfCFTA) Secretariat
Initiative (AGI) o Dr Sidi Ould Tah
President, African Development Bank (AFDB)
o Ms Odile Renaud-Basso,
President, European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD)
15 Minutes Informal networking time

PLENARY WORKING LUNCH: THE REFORM OF THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL ARCHITECTURE
— AFRICAN COUNTRIES' ACCESS TO SUSTAINABLE FINANCING
VENUE: TSAVO C | TIME: 1230 - 1430 Hrs

Moderator: Maryse Lokossou
Managing Director, Benin Deposit and Consignment Office, Benin

8 Minutes Opening & Framing of o H.E. Mr. Enmanuel Macron
the Debate President of the French Republic
5 Minutes Part I: Global imbalances and o Kristalina Georgieva
Africa’s economic pressures Managing Director, IMF
4 Minutes Protecting Africa’s industrial o H.E. Bola Tinubu
base in global competition President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
3 Minutes Part Il: Stfrengthening the o Makhtar Diop
African guarantee framework Managing Director, International Finance Cooperation (IFC)

to scale private financing

4 Minutes Scaling multilateral o H.E. Hakainde Hichilema
guarantees for national President of the Republic of Zambia
development priorities

3 Minutes Innovative tools to unlock o Odile Renaud Basso - President,

new private capital European Bank of Reconstruction & Development (EBRD)
4 Minutes Water-Food-Energy nexus o H.E Abdel Fattah al Sissi

platform for multisectoral President of the Arab Republic of Egypt

projects
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3 Minutes 4P as a framework to translate o  Moussa Faki
political commitments into Special Envoy Pact for people Prosperity and Planet
bankable partnerships
4 Minutes H.E. Azziz Akhannouch
Head of Government, Morocco
15 Minutes Part lll: Strengthening the Moderated open exchange
bricks of an African regional
financing architecture
5 Minutes Building a coherent African Sidi Ould Tah
risk mitigation ecosystem President African Development Bank (AfDB)
5 Minutes H.E. Teodoro Nguema OBIANG
Vice President of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea
15 Minutes Head of State Intervention
3 Minutes Assuring the private sector by Manvuel Moses
de-risking investments across CEO, African Trade & Investment Trade Insurance (ATIDI)
the continent
4 Minutes Building sovereign credibility H.E Alassane Ouattara
for access to capital markets President of the Republic of Cote d’lvoire
3 Minutes Regional development banks Serge Ekue
as innovation laboratories West African Development Bank - BOAD
3 Minutes 3 Minutes Climate Finance Mafalda Duarte
and Action in Africa Executive Director - Global Climate Fund
15 Minutes Moderated open exchange All participants
15 Minutes Closing: pathway fo (and H.E. Dr. William Ruto
beyond) the G7 Evian Summit President of the Republic of Kenya
1430-1500 HRS ~ HEALTH BREAK

PLENARY: PEACE AND SECURITY

VENUE: TSAVO B |  TIME: 1500- 1630 Hrs
Moderator: Dr. Solomon Dersso
Founding Director, Amani Africa
10 Minutes Opening Remarks o H.E. Dr. William Ruto
President of the Republic of Kenya
o H.E. Mr. Emmanuel Macron
President of the French Republic
14 Minutes Impact of the International o H.E. Mr. Antonio Guterres
Situation on Peace & Security Secretary General, United Nations
in Africa o H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Ali Youssouf
Chairperson, African Union Commission (AUC)
10 Minutes International Cooperation o H.E. Bola Tinubu
for Migration Challenges President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
o H.E. Mahamat Idriss Déby
President of the Republic of Chad
o H.E. Mrs. Sarra Zaafrani EP ZENZRI
Head of Government, Tunisia
‘I 0 AFRICA FORWARD: AFRICA-FRANCE PARTNERSHIPS
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20 Minutes African Mediations for o H.E. Faure Gnassingbé
African Crises President of Togolese Republic
o H.E. Ismail Omar Guelleh
President of the Republic of Djibouti
o H.E. Cheikh Ould Ghazouani
President of the Republic of Mauritania
10 Minutes Financing African Peace o H.E. Daniel Chapo
Operations President of the Republic of Mozambique
o H.E. John Mahama
President of the Republic of Ghana
10 Minutes Security Council Reform o J.N. Barrot
and Veto Initiative French Minister for Foreign Affairs
o H.E. Dr. Musalia Mudavadi
Prime Cabinet Secretary & Cabinet Secretary Foreign Affairs,
o H.E. Julius Maada Bio
President of the Repubilic of Sierra Leone & AU Chair for C-10
o H.E. Felix Tshisekedi
President of Democratic Republic of Congo
6 Minutes Concluding Remarks

PARALLEL ROUND TABLE: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE & DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

VENUE:

Co-Moderators:

LENANA HALL

TIME: 1700 - 1800 Hrs

Amb. Clara Chappaz & Amb. Philip Thigo

12 Minutes Welcome Remarks by o H.E. Duma Boko
Co-Chairs: President of the Republic of Botswana
Rwanda's digital governance © H.E. Paul Kagame
model; Kigali Al Summit 2025 President of the Republic of Rwanda
legacy; Africa's role in
infernational Al governance
8 Minutes PILLAR 1 — INFRASTRUCTURE o Strive Masiyiwa
Building a Resilient Al Executive Chairman, Econet Global
Backbone o Jean-Francois Fallacher
CEOQ, Eutelsat
ANNOUNCEMENT: Cassava
Al Factory — shortlist of
regional compute clusters for
regional data centre nodes
12 Minutes PILLAR 2 - TALENT o Benin:
Supporting Vibrant Al Digitalization policy & Franco-Beninese partnerships
Ecosystems o Karim Beguir
CEQ, InstaDeep: Building an Al unicorn from Africa
o Frédéric Pascal
VP Al, Université Paris-Saclay / DatalA
LAUNCH: Africa Forward Al Clusters + cross-mobility
o scholarship scheme
12 Minutes PILLAR 3 - GOVERNANCE o H.E. Juan Manuel Santos
Promoting Sustainable & Chair of The Elders; Former President of Colombia; Nobel
Trustworthy Al Peace Laureate: Al governance call to action
(co-signed with Amb. Thigo); moral framing
o Jade Abbott

ANNOUNCEMENT: €1.9M

Al funding for open linguistic
models (Swahili, Yoruba and

beyond)

Founder, Masakhane: world models with African languages

AFRICA FORWARD: AFRICA-FRANCE PARTNERSHIPS
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6 Minutes

Conclusion & Formall o
Transmission Synthesis across
three pillars; link to Globall
Dialogue on Al Governance

PARALLEL ROUND TABLE: BLUE ECONOMY

Co-Moderators

Venue: TAIFA HALL |  TIME: 1700 - 1800 Hrs
Moderators: Amb. Oliver Poivre & Amb. Nancy Karigithu
6 Minutes Introduction by moderators
4 Minutes Opening Remarks by o H.E. Bassirou Diomaye Faye
Co-Chair: Strategic President of the Republic of Senegall
positioning of the Blue
Economy
4 Minutes Maritime Sovereignty & o H.E. Bola Tinubu
Ocean Governance President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
o H.E. Dr. Patrick Herminie
President of the Republic of Seychelles
o H.E. Azali Assoumani
President of the Union of Comoros
4 Minutes Industrial Transformation, o H.E. Lucia Witbooi
Value Retention, and Trade Vice President of the Republic of Namibia
Systems Implementation o H.E. Daniel Francisco Chapo
President of the Republic of Mozambique
24 Minutes Blue Economy Financing Challenges and Solutions (3 Minutes per speaker):
Challenges & Mixed Finance o Inger Andersen
Strategy — Challenges, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations & Executive
Solutions, and Director of the United Nations Environment Programme
Announcements (o] AnOCIéUdiCI Rossbach
Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations, Executive
Director, UN-Habitat
o Sidi Ould Tah
President, AfDB
o Aliko Dangote
President and CEO, Dangote Group
o Keith Svendsen
CEO, APM Terminals
o George Elombi
President, Afreximbank
Announcements (3 Minutes per speaker):
o Serge Ekue
President, West African Development Bank
o Christel Heydeman
CEO, ORANGE
6 Minutes Ministerial Speeches o Hon. Hassan A. Joho, EGH
Cabinet Secretary for Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime
Affairs (Blue Carbon Ecosystem — NDCs Implementation
and Investment Plan)
o Hon. Catherine Chabaud
Delegate Minister of the Sea & the fisheries (capacity
building on seafarers & support on protection of mangroves)
4 Minutes Closing Remarks by Co-Chair o The Hon. Dr. Navinchandra Ramgoolam,
G.C.SK., F.R.C.P., Prime Minister of The Republic of Mauritius
‘I 2 AFRICA FORWARD: AFRICA-FRANCE PARTNERSHIPS
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PARALLEL ROUND TABLE: HEALTH

Venue: Aberdares Hall |  TIME: 1700 - 1800 Hrs
Moderator: Dr. Gitahi Githinji - CEO, AMREF
12 Minutes Opening Segment Introductory remarks by the Moderator
Remarks by:
o H.E. John Mahama
President of the Republic of Ghana
o H.E. Azziz Akhannouch
Head of Government, Morocco
o Government of France representative
6 Minutes Setting the Stage o Dr. Jean Kaseya
Director General, Africa CDC
9 Minutes Short Panel: o Mr. Makhtar Diop
Financing & Investment Managing Director, International Finance Corporation (IFC)
World Bank Group
o Amb. Christophe Lecourtier
Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD)
o Hon. Aden Duale
Cabinet Secretary for Health, Kenya
o H.E. Mrs. Sarra Zaafrani EP ZENZRI
Head of Government, Tunisia
12 Minutes Short Panel: o Dr. Jerome H. Kim
Technology Transfer & Director-General, International Vaccine Institute (IVI)
Public-Private Partnerships o Dr. Philippe Duneton
Executive Director, UNITAID Sanofi
o H.E. Felix Tshisekedi
President of the Democratic Republic of Congo
14 Minutes Short Panel: o Dr. Tedros Adhanonm Ghebreyesus
Human Capital, Regulatory Director-General, WHO
& Market Measures o Dr. Delese Mimi Darko
Director General.Africa Medicine Agency (AMA)
o Dr. Sania Nishtar
Chief Executive Officer, Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance
o H.E. Ambassador Amma Twum-Amoah
African Union Commissioner for Health, Humanitarian Affairs
and Social Development
5 Minutes Closing Session Summary by the moderator

o DR Githinji Gitahi
Amref Africa CEO

Closing remarks

o H.E. Eleonore Caroit,
Minister Delegate for Francophonie, Internafional
partnership and French Nationals Abroad

PARALLEL ROUND TABLE: AGRICULTURE

Venue: Taifa Hall |  TIME: 1700 - 1800 Hrs
Moderators: Mr. Jean-Michel Severino
Président du conseil d'administration, Odi Global Advisory

2 Minutes Infroductory remarks by the o Mr. Jean-Michel Severino

moderator Président du conseil d'administration, Odi Global Advisory
8 Minutes Introductory remarks by o H.M. King Letsie lll

Co-Chair King of the Kingdom of Lesotho

o H.E. Mohamed Ould Ghazouani
President of the Republic of Mauritania

AFRICA FORWARD: AFRICA-FRANCE PARTNERSHIPS 13
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14 Minutes High-Level Sequence | o H.E. Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali

Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
o H.E. Brice Oligui Nguema
President of the Republic of Gabon
o H.E. Michael Randrianirina
President of the Republic of Madagascar
o H.E. Mwigulu Nchemba
Prime Minister of the United Republic of Tanzania
o Mur. Prosper Bazombanza
Vice President of the Republic of Burundi

6 Minutes Market Access and o Dr. James Mwangi
Financing: African Success Group CEO, Equity Group
Stories o Dr. Kamau Thugge
Governor, Cenfral Bank of Kenya
17 Minutes High Level Sequence I o H.E. Joseph Boakai

President of the Republic of Liberia
o H.E. Julius Maada Bio
President of the Republic of Sierra Leone
o Mr. Omar Alieu Touray
President of the Commission of ECOWAS
o Mur. Antoine de Saint Affrique
CEO and Board of the Chair of Danone
o Mur. Alvario Lario,
President of the International Fund for Agricultural
Development - IFAD
o Hon. José de Lima Massano
Minister of State for Economic Coordination of the
Republic of Angola

3 Minutes France's Commitment to o Mr. Nicolas Forissier
Support African Agriculture Minister Delegate to the Minister for Europe & Foreign Affairs,
in charge of Foreign Trade and Economic Atfractiveness
6 Minutes Capacity development o Mrs. Alice Ruhweza
around value chains President of AGRA

o CEO and Board Chair of INRAE or CIRAD
o Mrs. Siny Samba
Funder and CEO of Le Lionceau
4 Minutes Closing Session o Hon. Mutahi Kagwe
Cabinet Secretary for Agriculture & Livestock Development
o Hon. Moses Vilakati
AU Commissioner for Agriculture & Rural Development

SPECIAL SEGMENT ON CONGO BASIN CLIMATE COMMISSION

Venue: TSAVO C |  TIME: 1700 - 1800 Hrs
CLOSING CEREMONY
VENUE: TSAVO A |  TIME: 1830 - 1900 hrs
1830-1200hrs Summary of all thematic o H.E. Dr. William Ruto
Sessions; Conclusion and President of the Republic of Kenya
Formal announcement of o H.E. Mr. Emmanuel Macron
the outcome of the summit. President of the French Republic

Press Conference

CLOSING CONCERT: MOI INTERNATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE KASARANI ARENA

2100 hrs Africa Forward Closing All invited guests
concert

‘I 4 AFRICA FORWARD: AFRICA-FRANCE PARTNERSHIPS
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I MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AND
DIASPORA AFFAIRS

REPUBLIC OF KENYA I

State Department for Foreign Affairs
Old Treasury Building, Harambee Avenue, Nairobi
P.O Box 30551 - 00100. Nairobi.
+254 20 331 8888 / +254 20 224 0066
www.mfa.go ke

SCAN ME FOR
CONCEPT NOTES



